
 

 

  
HILTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th January 2021  
at 7pm by remote conferencing facility (Zoom) 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs Catherine Langham (CL) (Acting Chairman) Justine McGuiness (JMcG) 
Shulla Jaques (SJ) Clive Jones (CJ) Marion Walbridge (MW) George Sotiriadis (GS), 
Unitary Councillor J Haynes (JH) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. David Green, Clerk 
 

1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES: Apologies were accepted from Cllr Northover. The Chairman 
welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting. 
 

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS: The minutes of the previous Parish Council 
meeting held on the 1st December 2020 were agreed and signed the Chairman.   
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: CL declared an interest in relation the ‘Save Hardy Vale’ 
correspondence. 
 

4. UNITARY COUNCILLORS REPORT: A written report had been received in advance of the 
meeting, and is attached. JH commented that the new lockdown was clearly a serious 
situation and was concerned about the impact of this on families with children and 
consequently the implications for care requirements. JH advised that Dorset County 
Hospital is managing the staff situation but there is a concern to ensure that there are 
enough training personnel to deliver the vaccination programme and maintain other 
services. JH raised a concern with regard to potentially isolated people in the villages, 
though was told that in the parish those known to councillors are checked on as far as is 
possible. CJ enquired in relation to possible help for self-employed businesses who may 
not have received any assistance; JH advised that no formal update has been provided yet 
but any information will be forwarded in due course. CL enquired in relation to consultation 
regarding the Local Plan; JH noted that the consultation period had not yet commenced, 
but would do so shortly; it is hoped that the agreed plan would be in place by the end of the 
year; CL queried the land supply situation, JH advised that this is an issue because 
developers were often sitting on land they had acquired many years before, where planning 
permission had been granted but had not commenced any building work beyond 
infrastructure work and the value of the land had increased substantively in the intervening 
period.  JH noted that the main issue is that all development is being diverted away from 
the AONB towards North Dorset, with a major problem being the absence of a good North-
South route. 
 

5. OPEN FORUM: 
 
There were no members of the public present and no questions were raised. 
 

6. MATTERS ARISING: 
 

6.1 Sewerage – Mains connection working group report 
 
SJ reported that the Working Group has made progress in discussing the format and content 
of a consultation questionnaire be sent/delivered to householders and is in the process of 
drafting a final version.  SJ wished it to noted that the completion of the s101a form is a 
public process and involves the gathering of signatures. At the moment the plan is for this to 
be distributed by hand and there are 210 addresses to reach, though some thought has 
been given to making an electronic version available perhaps using Survey Monkey. The 
paper versions of the questionnaire could be collected, perhaps at the Post Office and porch 
of All Saints Church Hilton with agreement, to save postage costs. GS is drafting an article 
for the Village News. SJ suggested that the Parish Council needs to receive a significant 
response to the survey to take the issue forward; SJ also advised that the process is 



 

 

complex and whoever takes on the application must be well supported. The Council agreed 
that the questionnaire should also be distributed in throughout Melcombe Bingham and 
Melcombe Horsey. There was some discussion as to whether the questionnaire should ask 
householders for details of sewage existing systems or be restricted to a single question 
enquiring as to whether they would support a viability study for a mains connection. This will 
be considered further by the Working Group. CL requested that the working party 
questionnaire be circulated to councillors before the next meeting. 
  
6.2 Phone box - update and next steps 
 
CL reported that Paul Calver had agreed to install display racking and a pin board in the 
phone box to hold tourist information and advised that the PC would pay for materials. CL 
noted that Paul was happy to take part in the resumption of the tourism sub-committee.  
 
6.3 Ash die-back 
 
CJ reported that work had begun on dealing with trees previously reported at Ansty Cross. 
He is also watching other trees om the road near Combe Hill Farm, some near Bulbarrow 
and a few in Melcombe Bingham.  
 
6.4 Ansty Fibre progress  
 
CJ had been advised by Wessex Internet that installation work will commence in Ansty and 
Higher Ansty in late January/early February.  
 
6.5 Burning plastic report 
 
CJ had received a report of an incident of burning plastic west of Rawlsbury in September 
which had been attended by the fire brigade. There was some speculation as to who owns 
the land on which the incident occurred and whether anyone could be held responsible. The 
Parish Council wished it to be noted that it is illegal to burn materials producing ‘dark smoke’ 
and any incidents should be reported to the fire brigade and the Environment Agency.  
 

7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS, DECISIONS & ISSUES 
 
There were no new planning applications to consider. Suitable comments in support of the 
application had been made in relation to the Conegar Knapp proposal.  
 
There were no updates in relation to existing applications to report.  
 

8. FINANCIAL REPORT:  
 

8.1 Finance report:  
 

The Clerk reported that the general reserve stood at £ 9,655.12 and the finances were in 
good order.  
 
8.2 Retrospective payments authorised:  

 

Date  Method    Payee  Reason 

03/12/2020  £     500.00  PCC - Hilton Church Grant agreed 

05/12/2020  £       60.00  Clive & Linda Jones Xmas Tree (MB) 

17/12/2020  £       50.00  Richard Wood Xmas Tree (Hilton) 

17/12/2020  £       39.00  DAPTC - Course (S Jaques) Planning course 

31/12/2020  £     231.60  David Green Pay & Allowance 
 

CL thanked the PC for the Christmas trees provided. 
 



 

 

8.3 Budget and Precept finalisation 
 
The Council RESOLVED to approve the budget and request a precept of £ 5,450. 

 
 

9.  HIGHWAYS & RIGHTS OF WAY:  
       
       CJ reported that Cllr Northover had noted that there were blocked drains on the route from 

Higher Ansty to Hatherley. The Clerk advised that these should be reported using the online 
reporting tool directly to Dorset Council. It was noted that there were many potholes 
particularly on the Dellcombe road which will be briefly closed for repairs, as will the Milton 
Abbas road. 

 
10. CORRESPONDENCE:  

 
The Clerk has received an email from the ‘Save Hardy’s Vale’ campaign group concerning the 
proposed solar farm development. He agreed to circulate this following the meeting. It was 
noted that the Parish Council will only comment on proposal this if asked to as a consultee. 
 

11. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA:  
 

11.1 Sewerage Working Group update 
11.2 Ansty Fibre update 
11.3 Ash die-back update 
11.4 Tourism working group consideration 
11.5 Website update 

     
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 20.05 
 
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 2nd February 2021, by Zoom  

 
 
 
Signed ………………………….…...…...……(Chairman) Date ……….……………………… 
 
 
 
 

Report to the parish council December 2020 

Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys ward 

Dear Councillors 

I hope you managed to have a nice Christmas, despite the challenge of not being able to 

see many family or friends.  

At Dorset Council we now face three concurrent risks, COVID, EU Exit and pressures 

upon services as a result of winter weather conditions.  The senior management team has 

been meeting virtually on a daily basis between Christmas and new year, things are 

changing very quickly and there are many changes that we need to get in place quickly. 

 

COVID Impact 

As you will know the government announced that, as of today (Thursday 31 December), 

we are now in Tier 3 and BCP Council is in Tier 4. Unfortunately, we’ve seen a significant 

increase in both the number of cases and rate of infection in Dorset (Dorset Council 154 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home


 

 

cases per 100,000 population and BCP 271 cases per 100,000 population) and sadly we 

expect this number to increase in the next couple of weeks, which is why it’s so important 

that we act now to contain the virus and prevent it from spreading further. The key advice 

from our colleagues in Public Health Dorset is: 

 

• Don’t travel unless you absolutely have to and walk or cycle where possible 

• Avoid sharing a vehicle with anyone not in your household 

• Local means staying within your town or village where you live  

• Stay at home as much as possible.  

 

The guidance says people must not travel to or from a Tier 4 area unless it's for a 

permitted reason, such as work if they cannot work from home. If people find themselves 

in this position, the advice is to continue to follow the guidance in place with regards to 

measures such as hand washing and face coverings to help protect everyone. You can 

see more details about the exemptions on travel between tiers on the government website. 

Although there will be a staggered return for most secondary school pupils (apart from 

vulnerable or critical worker children for whom schools remain open), school transport will 

continue as usual from 4 January. We recognise that it may not be as busy, but we cannot 

risk children being left stranded by the roadside because their parents/guardians have not 

received the messages that school openings have changed. BTec vocational exams will 

still be going ahead as planned we understand. Primary schools will also be open as well 

as middle schools for year 4 and 5 pupils only for those areas of Dorset that have a three-

tier education system.  

You may also find latest advice on visiting Care Homes useful, now Dorset is in Tier 3 the 

guidance is that outdoor visiting and ‘screened’ visits are permitted. See section 2.3 in the 

updated government guidance. All care homes in Tier 1, 2 and 3 – except in the event of 

an active outbreak – should also seek to enable indoor visits, where the visitor has been 

tested and returned a negative result – see section 2.1 in exceptional circumstances, such 

as end of life, visits should continue to be allowed (section 2.4).  

 

EU Exit Impact 

Our regulatory teams remain at the forefront of ensuring that the new arrangements with 

regard to the movement of goods, works efficiently and that trade can continue under the 

new legal provisions which now apply.  For Dorset this is particularly significant in terms of 

the work relating to our fishing industry, where a number of new procedures and 

processes will come into force from 1 January.  Our Port Health team in particular will be 

very busy ensuring that the various import controls are complied with.  In a number of 

cases these new arrangements will come into force through a phased process between 1 

January and 1 July 2021 in fulfilment of the legislative requirements.  Our regulatory teams 

are of course also heavily involved in supporting the Covid restrictions and in particular 

advising businesses about measures needed to comply with the restrictions which, of 

course, continue to change, therefore continuing to create a range of enquiries to these 

teams. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home#travel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home#travel
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visiting-care-homes-during-coronavirus/update-on-policies-for-visiting-arrangements-in-care-homes#outdoor-visiting
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visiting-care-homes-during-coronavirus/update-on-policies-for-visiting-arrangements-in-care-homes#indoor-visiting
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visiting-care-homes-during-coronavirus/update-on-policies-for-visiting-arrangements-in-care-homes#indoor-visiting


 

 

Based on the latest information which we have it would seem that despite all of the 

communications which the council has done, the take up of the EU Settlement Scheme by 

Dorset residents remains lower than anticipated.  You may be aware that it is an offence 

for anyone other than a registered person to assist with an application under the 

scheme.  Dorset Council has funded the CABs to provide this support and I would 

therefore ask you to encourage those who wish to register under the scheme to do so 

before the deadline to apply of 30 June 2021 passes. 

 

Winter Pressures 

More so than normal our social care services are under pressure, due to winter conditions, 

combined with the impact of Covid regulations and on-going outbreaks within some care 

homes. Social Care teams continue to work daily with their Health Service colleagues to 

facilitate the safe exit from hospital, patients who no-longer need medical attention but 

may need specialist physical or mental health needs accommodated. This is increasingly 

difficult with an exhausted social care workforce, Covid restrictions in place and not 

enough home care specialists available at the present time. We continue to work on the 

sufficiency of supply, but it is a challenge and will get more challenging if more people 

enter the hospital system – again the general message of staying at home is also to 

prevent people being involved in other accidents or incidents that put further strain on NHS 

services.  

While 2020 was certainly not the year any of us could have predicted, there was some 

positive news this week about the Oxford vaccine, which will start to be rolled out from 

Monday alongside the Pfizer vaccine. This will hopefully bring us a step closer to some 

kind of normality as we move into a new year,  

Finally, I’d like to wish you all a Happy and Healthy and Safe New Year.  

Best wishes, Jill 

 

 


